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General John Taliaferro Thompson had early on decided that private enterprise was an
essential part of securing the best possible arms for America’s military. With the aid of Wall
Street backing and a Cleveland, Ohio, design team of young engineers, Theodore Eickhoff and
Oscar Payne, the result was an innovative series of submachine guns that were sold through the Auto-Ordnance
Corporation as the Thompson Submachine Gun. These first Thompsons initiated the production of over 1.75 million
guns that served law enforcement as well as American and foreign military forces over the following decades.

One custom Thompson became the personal firearm of General Thompson and was specially regulated to fire in
rhythm to the beat of the General’s favorite musical compositions. Later, this submachine gun was given to Colonel
Richard M. Cutts for use in developing the Cutts Compensator. In 1998, it received nra Silver Medal #373 as one of the
best arms on display at the nra Annual Meetings & Exhibits in Philadelphia. 

General Thompson’s Thompson and dozens of other Thompson submachine guns are part of a unique exhibition,
“Thompson: On the Side of Law & Order,” showcased at the National Firearms Museum.       The National Firearms
Museum is located in Fairfax, Va. For museum information and hours, call (703) 267-1600. Admission is free (donations
are encouraged) and children are welcome.

one well-tuned thompson

NR E127 AFF NOV MUSEUM_NR E127 AFF NOV MUSEUM  2/6/15  10:57 AM  Page 56


